
Rationale

Our school and community recognises and accepts that there is an increased need for protection from the harmful effects of the sun.  This policy is to be implemented during Terms 1 and 4, when ultraviolet radiation levels are most intense.
Purpose
1. To increase student and community awareness of skin cancer, and practical ways of providing skin protection.

2. To develop strategies which encourage responsible decision making about skin protection.

3. To work towards a safe school environment which provides shade for students and staff.

4. To ensure students and staff wear protective clothing, hats and sunscreen for high risk times such as sport, lunchtimes, camp and trips.

Guidelines

1.
Action - Behaviour
      Students and staff will:

· Wear a Sun Smart hat and clothing that provides good protection for PE, on sports days and between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
· Apply a SPF 50+ Broad Spectrum sunscreen before going out into the sun and reapply as necessary, i.e. if swimming multiple times a day.
· Stay in the shade where possible and avoid sunbathing.

· Where possible schedule sports events and other outdoor activities at low risk times.

· Students not wearing a hat are required to play in allocated shade areas.

· Sun Smart education programmes are included in the curriculum at all levels every year.

· Parents will be required to provide a rash shirt for children to wear during swimming lessons & lunchtime swims and children will be required to use these.

· The policy to wear rash shirts for classroom swimming lessons will commence in Term 4 2019 to enable the school community time/resources to adjust.

· During the swimming season teachers will remind children to reapply sunscreen after swimming.

2.
Action - Environment
· Tree planting is planned, so wise decisions are made concerning variety, location, care and planting time.

· More mature trees should be chosen to ensure faster shade protection.

· The planting of shade trees should be planned for future development.

· Where trees cannot be planted for shade, other shade structures may need to be considered.

· Sunsmart U.V. Board on display on library wall.
3.
General
· All staff, students and parents/caregivers are to be informed of the sun protection policy and its intended practices.

· The sun protection policy is reflected in the planning of all outdoor events (e.g. camps, excursions, sporting events.)

· The Board of Trustees and Principal review the sun protection policy regularly, including making suggestions or improvements at least once every three years.
Conclusion
The school environment will, where possible ensure shade protection.

Staff and students will act in a sensible way enabling them to be safe from the harmful effects of the sun.  
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